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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: TECH, ENRG, AS 

SUBJECT: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON COAL 

REF: CANBERRA 3355 

1 . BUREAU OF MINES (BOM) INFORMED DEPARTMENT THAT IT HAD 
TOLD AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY MAY 3 THAT IT HAD NO OBJECTION TO 
SIGNING OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) ON EXCHANGE 
OF COAL INFORMATION DURING VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT. 

2. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SUBSEQUENTLY INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
THAT AFTER CHECKING WITH BOM, IT APPEARED THAT ITS MOU 

HAD MANY POINTS OF OVERLAP WITH MOU NEGOTIATED BETWEEN 
BOM AND AUSTRALIANS. BOTH BOM AND DOE WOULD LIKE TO 
SORT THIS ISSUE OUT BEFORE GOING AHEAD WITH ANY SIGNING. 
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THEY ARE NOW WORKING ON THIS. 

3. REGARDING BRIEFING MEMORANDUM (PARA 2 REFTEL) LATEST 
COPIES WITH VICE PRESIDENT AND PARTY HAVE BEEN AMENDED TO 
SAY THAT MOU "MIGHT" BE SIGNED DURING VISIT. FURTHER 
AMENDMENT WILL HAVE TO AWAIT RESOLUTION OF ABOVE ISSUE. 
VANCE 
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